
EAGLE LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Dept. of Conservation 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 

Attention: Dr. R.T. Oglesby 

Dear Sir: 

David Warren 
9 No. Tappan Landing Rd. 
Tarrytown, New York 10591 

November 27, 1979 

The property owners of Eagle Lake, Ticonderoga, N.Y., are deeply con
cerned with maintaining our environment and keeping the ecological 
condition of our lake at its best. 

Mr. Frank Vertucci, a friend of a member of our Association, doing his 
graduate thesis on lake water qonditions, has identified for us a free 
floating blue/green algae found floating on our lake within very recent 
years. It is called Gleotrichia echinulata. 

Mr. Vertucci informed us of your studies of this type of algae. Would 
you, sir, consider making a chemical study of our lake to determine what 
conditions have caused this algae to increase in number? 

Please advise us if there are funds available through the Dept. of Con
servation for this type of study. If funds are not available, Doctor, 
what would your fee be for conducting this study? 

DW:fb 

Sincerely yours, 

David Warren 
President 

--- ~~~~-----
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!VIr. David \~ctrren, PresldellL 
[d ,)1 e Lake Property Owners As<;oc. 
9 No. Tappan Landing Road 
Tarrytown, NY 10591 

December 5, 1979 '-

....... ' , 

I am writing in reply to your inquiry of November 27 relative to a poss·ible 
study of Eagle Lake. In general, prob'lelll~, associated with increased growth of 
algae like Gleotrichia echinulata are the result of increased phosphorus inputs 
to a lake. The likely sources of this feltilizing element in the case of lakes 
with substantial numbers of residences in their watershed are: septic tank 
drainage, lawn fertilizers and, in some cC.ses, storm drainage from roadways. 
In particular cases, a single source, suc~ as a concentrated animal production 
orerat; on or a trail er park can be pi npoi ntee as a major contri butor to the , 
p, " Ii eliJ. 

Chemic,ll analysis of it lake's water s usually of' little help in manage
ment unless done as part of a fairly extel sive study orogram. The firST steps 
in developing a strategy for lilanagement 2" e u~)ually to survey the lake'~, water
shed, to conV!'~rse with individuals fami1~, r with development patterns over 
the past decade or so and possibly to undt rtake some preliminary water cuality 
sampling. At this point the experience::! I ro.cessio~al :nay t'e 2)'e tc ill ':~:ifj 
the most likely causes of ,} problen' and ~\ recoillmend "'(~mcdial 'Tleasures. If 
not, a more extensive program of study rna~ be recomme ided. 

A close ana logy to the situ, ti on I hi ve descri bed woul d be a person ex
perien(ing physical discomfort Wi 0 seeks, dvice from a physiCian. Most prob
lems would be diagnosed rather easily basted on fairly simple procedures and 
a rather stra i nhtforwa rd treatment Dresen bed. Others wo',;l d requi re an ex-

"iv(:' (<I"j pensive) set of diagnostic procedures and treatment might be 
ii' i( ,1.,,'1' "iflentheproblemisdefined. 

1 i '/(Ii i 1,'l)uld like to contact me by telephone (607-256-2110) to provide 
fi ',It; ii, ,lI'lnation and/or if you have printed material on Eagle Lake (e.g. 
Cll ,I ilL ... ' Illu q " I',: the watershed and the lake depths, data on !Iumber of r(>s~den:.:es 
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and their location, other land use activities in the watershed, etc.), I could 
discuss the various study possibilities moY'e meaningfully. Unftlrtunately, the 
State of New York does not prov; de us wi th any support for f!, i' type of activity 
so that any substantive time involvement on the part at rny::.~:: .q'my associate 
would hdve to be on a consulting basis. 

Sincerely yours, 

(.=~~1-); 
Ray T. Ogl esby <', • ( 
Professor of Aquati c Sci~~.e::,> "'1"· 

RTO: 11 


